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The Boston College Chief Executives Club, which held a luncheon event in September, is arguably the city’s most 
high-profile networking group for business leaders. 


FOR BLACKS IN BOSTON, 
A POWER OUTAGE 


Political and civic clout here remains the near-exclusive preserve of 
white residents. And there are few signs now that this picture will change. 


The series was reported by Adrian Walker, An- 
drew Ryan, Todd Wallack, Nicole Dungca, Ak- 
ilah Johnson, Liz Kowalczyk, and editor Patri- 
cia Wen. Today’s story was written by Ryan, 
Walker, and Wallack. 


oston’s power brokers met in secret for 

months, drafting an ambitious bid to 

host the 2024 Olympics. They imag- 

ined the city on the world stage, show- 

casing a modernized transit system, a 

grand boulevard, and gleaming new neighbor- 

hoods that would define Boston for the next 
millennium. 

Legal documents made it clear who was in 

charge: five prominent executives from the re- 

gion’s dominant spheres of influence, repre- 


Spotlight 


DAY 6: 
Power 


senting business, higher education, sports, and 
construction. All five were white, and their ini- 
tial Olympic plan envisioned new buildings and 
venues sprinkled across Greater Boston. But 
other than Franklin Park, the Games would not 
include another venue in the city’s predomi- 
nantly black neighborhoods. 

It was a stark example of how in Boston — 
from politics to boardrooms, law firms to the 
State House, and labor halls to hospitals — 
blacks still find themselves shut out of the insu- 
lar world of Massachusetts’ powerbrokers. 

“Tf yov’re not in the room, you have to get in- 
vited into the room,” said William “Mo” Cowan, 
who served briefly as interim US senator in 
2013, and later as one of the most prominent 
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PRESENT TENSE 


With infinite options, finding the 
right gift is more of a pain than ever 


By Beth Teitell 
GLOBE STAFF 

Married man Chris Earley still 
has 10 shopping days until 
Christmas, but he’s already feel- 
ing doomed. Despite Internet ac- 
cess to nearly the entire world’s 
inventory, the Boston lawyer 
knows he won’t think of anything 
for his wife beyond a gift certifi- 
cate to one of his same three go-to 
stores. 

“Tm not creative,” he said. 

“He will e-mail me a gift card 
to Lululemon and be like, ‘Merry 
Christmas, ” his wife, Rory, said 
in a separate conversation, accu- 
rately predicting her present. 

As even Earley acknowledges, 
were living in a golden age of gift 
giving, when buying just the right 
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GLOBE ILLUSTRATION 


‘Were going to launch big, 
and we're going to launch hot.’ 


BOB IGER, Disney CEO, telegraphing its video strategy in September 


Disney buys most of 
Fox in $52 billion deal 


May create video-streaming behemoth 


By Brooks Barnes 
NEW YORK TIMES 

LOS ANGELES — Walt Disney 
Co. said Thursday that it had 
reached a deal to buy most of the 
assets of Twenty-First Century 
Fox Inc., the conglomerate con- 
trolled by Rupert Murdoch, in an 
all-stock transaction valued at 
roughly $52.4 billion. 

While the agreement is sub- 
ject to the approval of antitrust 
regulators — and the Justice De- 
partment recently moved to 
block a big media company, 


AT&T, from becoming even big- 
ger — the once unthinkable ac- 
quisition promises to reshape 
Hollywood and Silicon Valley. It 
is the biggest counterattack from 
a traditional media company 
against the tech giants that have 
aggressively moved into the en- 
tertainment business. 

Disney now has enough mus- 
cle to become a true competitor 
to Netflix, Apple, Amazon, 
Google, and Facebook in the fast- 
growing realm of online video. 
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FBI looks 


at issues on 
Rosenberg’s 


husband 


Hefner’s possible use of 
relationship under scrutiny 


By Yvonne Abraham 
GLOBE STAFF 

The FBI has begun looking into allegations that 
Bryon Hefner, the husband of state Senator Stanley 
C. Rosenberg, assaulted several men with State 
House connections while boast- 
ing of his influence on Beacon 
Hill, according to two people fa- 
miliar with the inquiry. 

The agents are interested in 
whether Hefner offered a quid 
pro quo to his alleged victims, 
using his relationship with 
Rosenberg — then the Senate 
president — to influence the h 
chamber’s business in return for Four men 
sexual favors. Rosenberg has have alleged 
stepped down temporarily from assaults by 
the top post. Bryon Hefner. 

The fact that the FBI is mak- 
ing inquiries does not mean a formal investigation 
is underway, or that charges will ultimately be 
brought. And it is unclear whether Hefner or 
Rosenberg, who has not been accused of any 
wrongdoing, is the main target of the inquiry. 
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Women detail 


ESPN culture 
of harassment 


Hostility, discrimination at 
work are rampant, they say 


By Jenn Abelson 
GLOBE STAFF 

When ESPN canceled its new program with Bar- 
stool Sports this fall after just one episode, the net- 
work tried to distance itself from the men’s blog 
that has stoked criticism for everything from calling 
Rihanna fat to saying girls wearing skinny jeans de- 
serve to be raped. 

But a controversy about the treatment of women 
was already brewing inside the network. 

The Bristol, Conn., juggernaut was under scruti- 
ny for a sexual harassment and retaliation com- 
plaint filed this summer with the Connecticut Com- 
mission on Human Rights and Opportunities. 

And ESPN’s willingness to partner with Barstool 
emboldened others to speak out about the en- 
trenched locker room culture, where men have 
made unwanted sexual propositions to female col- 
leagues, given unsolicited shoulder rubs, and open- 
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Republicans Fleece and desist 


faced more un- 
certainty on their Friday: Some sun, cold. 
tax cut after Sen- High 28-33. Low 21-26. 


ator Marco Rubio Saturday: A bit warmer, windy. 
conditioned his High 33-38. Low 19-24. 


vote on a change 
tothe child tax Complete report, B15. 
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Massachusetts i 
will maintain Suggested retail price 
health coverage $2.00 


for thousands of 
children through 
mid-2018, even 
if Congress does 
not fund it. B9. 0 
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Hawaii ’s Finest Jewelers Since 1924 


Na Hoku Watches 


Additional styles available 


NATICK MALL 
Upper Level, Center Court 
508-653-8303 


NORTHSHORE MALL 
Upper Level, Center Court 


across from Victoria’s Secret 


978-531-2355 
NaHoku.com 


with Genuine Hawaiian Koa Wood Inlay and Steel Bracelet from $395 


